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Act [: In the Court of the Crimson Queen
Part 3

Created by
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Jessica Ross

Previously:

Jackal and crew narrowly escaped capture by bandits in the
~ .

vast wasteland and now-have-arrived at 7???

_Meanwhile Abigail in her other-dimensional travels had

a fateful encounter with the enigmatic and sinister

Leland Zelanquoix who has taken an interest in the

young woman.
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So that's
how it is, huh?

o must
say, seems [ike
you're quite
screwed no matter
what my da |*fu1[._|

L

(Unless he
were to
somehow...

YJust think
of all the
[ives that
would be
benefitted




HEY, I'M
ABOUT TO
HEAD OUT.

HHH: ISNTIT
A BIT LATE FOR
OU TO sTILL BE

QK PAL:
1 HEAR YOU

HAVE A
SAFE TRIP
AND STUFE

THANKS.

GRACE'S

ALREAPY
HERE

I'LL BE
BACK IN
A COUPLE
paYs, OK?




Paaal; cAN
YOouU JUsST GO7
YOU'RE GONNA

MISS YOLIR

FLIGHT.

ANP YOLU'RE
KILLING MY
SLEEP VIBE
RIGHT NOW.

SURE: SURE

I'LL SEE YOu

WHEN I &ET
BACK.










MAN YOU GLUYsS
ARE LUCKY.
HARPLY BEVER LETS
ANYONE IN THESE

S'WHAT WE
CALL HER
ANYWAY.

AIN'T LIKE
SHE TALKS.

WE'LL BE DICNNG ENJOY YOUR
A CHECK OF YOUR VEHICLE e STAY AND WATCH OUT
BUT YOU SUYS CAN GO : FOR MONKEYS. TIME TO
ON AHEAR ] EXFLORE ANP
o % SO WILEP
RULES ARE SIMFLE. y) \ \ RIGHTZ
CALSE A RUCKUS ANDP YOLILL
BE PISFOSED OF.

/

MORE TO DO {4 FREEPOM.
ONLY GO A WITH THIS
LITTLE WL MSYSTERIOUS
sQUIPEY b QUEST OF
YOURS?

FREEFPOM

PERHAPS \ LIES THERE.-
YOoUu'LL GET
ARCUNE TO
TELLING Us
WHAT LIES

IN THE

CENTKE

FOR YOUu.

ANYWAY, I HAVE - WE'LL MEET
SOME BLISINESS UP IN THE PARKING
TO TAKE CARE OF LOT IN A COUPLE
YOou GUYS'LL JUsST HOURS.
CRAMF ME SO
LET'S SPLIT LP. /|




Squiddy, slow down
You bastard!!!

WE NEED &As
FOR THIS QUEST
OF YOURS. 1 GUESS
I'LL TAKE CARE OF
THAT.

I CAN JusT
PICTURE IT.

"OH WOW. IT'S
SO AMAZING!
HOW DOES 1T
MAKE Yol
FEELZ"

YO KNOW; I THINK
YOUR FATHER COULP
HANPLE KNOWING YOou

HUN

CHILE, YOu
SO SAUCY

YES: BUT
A COULD 17

IMMA CHECK MY
EMAILS NOW SO PROBABLY HO DOUBT AMARE OF
MAKE YOLIRSELF BLOODY LEVIATHAN'S APPEARAHNC!

LUNLESS You
WANNA BE AN
ACCESSORY TO
MY CRIMES

ON THE ROOF OF THE RIKER
BUILDING TOMORROIM AFTERHOOK

AT 3PM. @

EHTRAHCE IS FREE T0 LOYAL = %
SUBSCRIBERS SUCH AS YOURSELF.

EXPERIEHCE PERFORMAHCES FROM
THE BAHD'S LATEST CHART TOPPING RELEASE g

'THE SATYR' .WITHESS THE MIND-MELTING PRESEHCE

WwiLL BE IN
ABOUT TWENTY
MINUTES









OOCO THESE
SMELLS! SO

SOME ARE EAT-EY
SMELLS. SOME ARE
JUST SMELL SMELLS

IN SLORIA
WE USE AMEBEEF | 4

CKENS.

f You SOT

R,

A

MONEY?Z

&
f, o
J :
J @
;

PRICE ON

HAPPINESS? 4

BLEH, I HATE
CAPITALISM.
WHAT COUNTS
AS CASH ARCLIND
HERE ANYWAYS?Z

PO I GET
TOKENS
THENZ




OH PUPE!
YOU MEAN
LIKE THIS HAT
HEREZ

YOou GOTTA
TRAPE SOMETHING
OF VALLE AT ONE




YOU SEE: WHAT ‘ SOMETHING FAR
WE'RE LOOKING TO MORE VORACIOUS
ACCOMFPLISH WITH THE THAN THE EXPECTED
GREENHALL EXPANSION 1S COMPANY PROGRESS
A KIND OF EXPLOSIVE
GSROWTH.

THIS IS SO
FASCINATING. NEYJ
HAS Always HaP A
FIERCELY UFTOWN
AMERICAN IPENTITY

HOW Wikl
THIS NEW
PIRECTION
AFFECT
THAT?

PR g o1

NOTHING . :
CAN sTAY THE lf ‘'STaGNaATION IS5 §
SAME FOREVER = P A SLOw POISONING IS

MONSTER'

AS MY
FATHER WOULDP
SAY:

SORRY O
AIRPORTS ARE
SO DamM
PISTRACTING.
VERN,
PIe you
HEAR
ME?Z

I was
TELLING YOUu
THAT YOuUR
PALGHTER
WANTS TO
SO OUT.




wAIT, WHATZ! |  HULSHH
| NoT so Lour gagy 0 N OF COLRSE.
SHE DOES?! HEN. WENT A LITTLE
= HARD LAST
HOW COMEZ?! NIGUT

ANP IT'S
ABOUT TIME
PON'T YOu

THINK?

ANYWHERE
IN PARTICULAR
SHE WANTS
O GO7

LM, SOME
K-POP BAND K-POP2!
OR SOMETHING ABEY?
IS POING A
LITTLE GATHERING I THOUGSHT
POWNTOWN HER TASTES WERE
i = A BIT EPGIER THAN
/ WANTS ME TT‘
TO TAKE HER - =1
ACTUALLY. 1IT'S FFFT: ALL
KINDA SWEET I TEENAGE GIRLS
YRNOW ARE INTO K-POP
D\ THESE DAYS.

BE CAREFLUL

g ;4;;&2; sI-o THOUGH, SURE. I'LL
e PLEASE. TLWC-:S";O:ET: FLIGHT 142
WANNA DOWN A WILL BE DEPARTING
HANPLE IT?
SHORTLY FROM
GATE 7

AH SHIT.

1 GOTIA GO-
I'LL CAlLL AGAIN
WHEN I TOUCH

DPOWN.

MMWHAA
HAVE A SAFE
FLIGHT

BABY 4

YEAH: SLRE.
I'M FREE
TOMORROW AND
THAT KIP? 15 BAPLY
IN NEELP OF A TAN




Zr

=T <L VI you THINK
e [ /o . YOLILL LOSE




CROTCH RIGHT
Now!!

$
R Q)
W
Ty
=3
NP
2
0




goddamn
hiiighh

| -
Y HEE HEE
| CEAL AGaIN
"_\H LOVES

THIS 1S .
LIKE CHRISTMAS

MORNING. /)




You po
RE-SHAFING
HERE?

1 3 L - o
O s |

mmHMm
STEP INSIDE
AND TALKE TD
MR TONE

e _
//.'/ /i

' WELCOME
HONOLRED
CLUSTOMER.

PLEASE
STEP
INSIPE.




LM, YEAH, LH R THAT'S NOT
CAN YOU MAKE A PROBLEM.

HMM,; PRETTY
THIS ACCORDING PARE MATERIA
TO THESE REQ rents. B HOW LONG
SPECS? 4 e s s WILL IT TAKE?




HOUR AND
A BIT. TWO AT
MOST.
YOU CAN
waIT IF you
WANT.

. s WELL, THEY

| EVE FrRUITS. b HAVEN'T BEEN ooPsS

P i Sorei fow
(8 VERY RUDE OF

youU DON'T wormwoor L ME.

SEE THOSE _ ROT.

AROLUND TOO ALLOW ME

MUCH ANY- TO INTROPUCE
MORE MYSELF

LK,
DO I KNOW
youz

A PROUP
FOLLOWER OF
ISAPORA'S
FATH.




IVE HEARDP
OF YOU SUYs.

SEEKERS OF
KNOWLEPGE

THERE was A TIME WHEN THE EVE
FRUIT GREW LIKE WEEDPS THROUGH=

YOU'RE EXPLORERS TES.
RIGHT?

OUT THE MANY LANDS.

COMMITTEDR
FULLY TO OLUR QUEST
TO UNCOVER ALL THE

SECRETS OF

THIS WORLE.

IT IS SAIP THAT THE FRUIT POSSESSES
AN IMPRINT OF THE WORLPS IT
HAS INHABITER. A MEMCORY IF You
WiLL.

SPREAD FAR - ¥ .
ANP WIPE TAKING LIF | € 1 MM, I
ROOT IN THE MOST ' ' JUST MIGHT BE
ABLE TO RECALL

SCAKING LIFP
AlLL THOSE THOUGHTS
ANDP EXPERIENCES.

SROWING PLUMFP
ANP JUICY WITH
KNOWLEPGE

KNOWLEDPSE TO %

BE sHARED WITH
ANYONE WHO
CONSLMEDR IT.

I WONPER
LIKE A MaAay I
WHAT TALES LIE
PORTABLE = ASK WHERE

WITHIN YOUR
PEEAMTIME. YOU AQUIRELD

FRUITS.
THEM?

e ASSLUMING
YOU HAVE
INFORMATION
THAT caAN HELP
ME GET TO THE
CENTRE CF
FOUNDPATION

GATHERING AND
SHARING INFOI-?M.:?.TI.ON
IS MY RAISON P'ETRE




THE RUINS
OF A
AT S

MAKES FOR
A PAMN cOOorR
VANTAGE POINT

PON'TCHA
THINK?




Issa CLASS
OF SHIP.

A VESSEL
MAPE TO TRAVERSE
THE INFINITE SEAS
OF THE
PREAMTIME

IN FACT, IT'S
ONE OF THE FEW
THINGS CAPABLE
OF BREACHING
THE BARRIERS
BETWEEN
THE LAYERS.

UM, WHAT's

A Swaler!
Here!

S\ 2
ot

-. WANNA
HEAR MOE‘E

T
N

LY

HOO BOY,
PENJN JUST
LOVES TO GO
ON ABOUT
THIS.

& i

r
e
3 o
-

f

NN/

L~




4 N
. Sphere of Yﬁmafrlu'a/@ A

. (Enlightenment)

Sphere of Tiferet
. (Beauty)

Sphere of Hod
(Splendor)

o GET
THE VALUE OF THE
GREAT SWALES FIRST
YOU NEED A GRASF OF THE
MAKE-LIF OF OUR WORLP
ANDP THE PREAMTIME THAT
FLOWS THROUGH IT
LIKE A RWVER

Sphere of Yesodd
(Foundation)

IT'S NOT EXACTLY
SOMETHING YO CAN
PICTURE BUT ALL THE
LANDS AND PIMENSIONS,
way TOO MAaNY TO COLNT
LIE STACKED ATOP
EACH OTHER.

Sphere of Netzach

(Eternity) W ’

EHH, LIKE
LIKE A GIANT
STACK OF
PANCAKES?,,

FO! SURE
LIL SISTER:
FO! SURE

-

IT AIN'T REALLY
ACCLRATE OR ANYTHIN'
BUT THERE EXISTS A
KINP-O'-MAP. ANP ON
THAT MAFP THERE SOT
LAYERS

Sph(’:ﬁ?f Odinn’g
(Kuawledge) ;

=

};
;
a1
g

EACH LAYER,
CEPENPING ON ITS
POSITION IN THE
HIGH-ARE-KEE GOT
ITS OWN FLAava

Sphere of Safra
! (PHI{IJ ﬁ IT'S NOT EXACTLY C
EASY TO GO UF OR POWN.
ANP THE FURTHER AwAY
YOU GET FROM FOLUNPATION
THE WILPER THINGS

BECOME.

/ YOU: ME ANP

FRETTY MUCH EVERYONE
YOU BVER MET LIVES IN
THE MIPPLE LAYER, THE
FOUNDATION




ENTER THE
GREAT SWALES. THE DPWARVES,
THEY was REALLY COOKING WITH
GAas WHEN THEY CAME WP Wi
THESE THINGS

THEY WERE
| cAPTAINED AND

CREWED BY THE
\ GREATEST OF
\ EXPLORERS.

THE AGE PEFINED
BY THESE SHIFS was
A TIME WHEN A MAN's
HEART wAS BURNING LIKE
A ROASTING BREAPFRUIT
WITH A NEEP TO
EXPLORE aANP
MASTER.

WO SHIFS ALwAaYS
COME TO MIND IN
ANY REFLECTION ON THEM
TIMES.-

THE PARADPISO
ANDP THE APPLE OF
PISCORD

THEIR CAFTAINS
WERE FIERCE RIVALS
AND THEIR RACES
WERE THE STUFF

OF LEGENPS.



THEIR EGO-PRIVEN

COMFPETITION GREW

WITH EACH NEW
ACCOMPLISHMENT
LET ME TELL YOLU.

THINKING ABOUT IT NOW IT SEEMS
POWNRIGHT INEVITABLE. THE TWO FINALLY
MADPE A BET TO SEE WHC COULEP KEACH

THE HIGHEST LEVELS-

BEYONEP WHAT ANYONE HAP REACHEP
ANP RETURNEP TO TELL OF

SO THEY
TRIEF TO
HIT THE
CEILING;
HUHZ

NO ONE DID.
NEITHER EXPLORER OF
THEIR CREW BEVER
RETURNED.

ONLY THE REMAINS OF THE
PARADPISO WERE BEVER
ACCOUNTEDR FOR ANP IT'S LPON
ITS CARCASS WE NOw
STANPING.

SOMEHOW IT ENPED LIF
ON THE BACK OF THIS
WALKING ANGEL, ITSELF A
RELIC FEOM BEFORE THE
GREAT ROT.




" AND WITH 1 THAT'S RIGHT
THE DEVASTATION OF The Ahimus, LiL BROTHER.
WORMWOOD CAME AND THAT SHIP
THE END OF 1S ANYTHING BUT A

nafaoadtad SYMBOL OF ADVENTLIRE
i AND JOY
EXPLORATION AND
ADVENTURE I LONG FOR
THOSE TIMES THOUGH,
AN ERA OF YOUTHFLUL
THERE'S ONLY ONE STUPIDITY AND FEARLESS

SWALE LEFT IN THE PASSION.
WORLE NOW. THEM'S
THE TIMES A
BARDP LIKE ME
IS5 SUITEP FOR

IN FACT:

)

?ﬁa carme ﬁvm Eeyemf

the seas (?]C endJless time

)

?1"; Waf&cf along the
%,
shores hathed in j@ftf

)

Fornr fo
W@Tf{ﬁ&dﬁﬁr ﬂm

?26;' was the .b
%féﬂ Eiﬁj

HEH HEH,

SOLNDPS LIKE YOU'RE MM, 4 “ 0
DESCRIBING ME, MAYBE THERE /4

| s SOME HOPE

ARl THENM.

FEARLESS AND
STUPIP YO.




WAIIT,
I KNOW WHO
YOouU ARE!

Po
YOI NOW,;
SWEETIE?

LAPY MACBETH-

I THOUGHT SHE
was A MYTH OR AT

THEY CALL
LEAST A GIANT HER 'THE
EXAGGERATION SALAXY QLUEEN’
DAMN,; WE
NEVER HAP A

CHANCE.

7 CUZ SHE
NEVER FREAKING
\  LosEs/!

F WELL, IT's GOOP

FOR ME THAT YOUu
HAVE SLICH A SLOW
MEMORY MY
FRIENE.

I'LL BE LEAVING
NOW SINCE THERE'S
NOTHING LEFT TO
WIN.

EXPECTING YOu
NICE YOUNG
BOYs TO HELP

ME WITH ALL

THESE GAS

CANS
ot



SO You
SuUYs REALLY
INTEND TO MAP
OUT THE ENTIRE
WORLPZ

I PON'T MEAN /
TC BE NEGATIVE OR _ HNREALISTIC?
ANYTHING BLT ISN'T IMPOSSIBLE?
THAT KINP OF..7 BAT-SHIT?

WE'RE NOT
COMPLETELY
PELLUSIONAL. WE
KNOW IT'S BASICALLY
LIKE TRYING TO PRAW
THE SURFACE CF
THE OCEAN.

BUT IT'S
THE SPIRIT OF
DISCOVERY THAT
WE CHERISH
SO PEARLY.

ANE FINDING
THE MEANING
INIT ALL.

YOUR
ORPER 15
READY.

HMPH, IF I \
PIPN'T KNOW BETTER
I'P sAY YOU'RE TRYING
TO FINE GO




WELL, THANKS
FOR THE TRAVELLING
INFO ANDP THE
SANDPWICH.

AS REQUESTELD.
I MAPE 'EM AsS
sMmAaLL AS T
COULP

BE CAREFLUL
NOT TO PROF

SURE, AT
THE MOsST
EXCITING
PARTS OF THE
STORY.

CAN I GET

THEM INPIVIPLALLY |8

WEAPPELZ

JUST REMEMBER
TO TAKE ONE OF
BLUE TRACKS. IT'S
ONE PRAGONFLY
TOKEN FPER
PASSENGER.

SOOP LUCK,
AN MaY WE
MEET AGAIN.




PRACTICAL
AND |
A st f

\ Praise the gift that
is about to be unfurled ﬂ

Q Attentionyou,
lowlysecum of this
A

Bo/ Now bow your heads
for our great king's
descension... '

Ulpon your unworthy e

ey es the sunis cast /)
)

b/ A light brilliant, boldl' '
and unsurpassed oA

V
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